Hitch a ride on the women'’s suffrage wagon

90 years ago the movement was active
on LI There's still more ground to gain

Y MARGLIERITE NEARNS

nmen today are ex-
tremely  invobee] o
tho polirical progess

Mt wie =l don't heeld halt the
wlected leadership positions in
MNew York Siate. We're sill
fighting many of the same bat-
tles ax in vears past, even if
there are isolated examples of
wiommen who have risen to the
top, There's an adage about a
wiorman's work never being
done, In the political arema,
this boils down to molling up
our  sleewes to elect more
wirmen to puhlic edffice

W arent the first genora-
tion of women to tuke our re-
sponsibility sericusly, Many of
o grandmothers, great grand-
mothers and groat-grest grand-
mothers believed that f we
were  poing to turn things
armand, here and around the
globe, it would take concentrac-
ad effort: personal and political
power, more women in leader-
ship roles, and full equality no
omly between men and wormen,
it mimorys all people

A Women's History Month
exhibie at the Mew York State
Muscum in Albany, “Women

Who Rocked the Yote,” con-
nects the past with the present
for me. T'he exhibit, which wall
e vp untild the end of Apral, e
tres some lesser-Enown New
York women who worked be-
hind the scones and carried out
the hard work of Wi the
vt for women.

Susan K Artho-
oy, Elizaboth Cady
Stanton, Carrie
Chupmean Catt, Har-
riet May Mills and
others  were the
wiell-known  lead-
¢rs in the women's
rights  movement.
Baxt they relied on a
st network of
organizers and ac-
HVEsts 10 CoTnIman-
ties  across  Mow
York Swte  and
around the natiomn,

My pramdmother
wis o of these
ETUsSrOots organiss
wrs, She lived in Bockyille Cen-
tre. For muny yers, she devot-
ed herself exclusively to the
Cundse oF Votes for Women. In
1913, Edpa Buckman Kearns
hitched a horse to g wagon —
which is in the marseum exhibin

= g, dressed n
colomial  clothing,
she  droae  from
[own 0 [OWI o0
Long Island to gave
speeches about the
PO rtamce of
women voting. She
drove the wagon
the Mineola Fair
mich yeir to Keep
thir fmsuie alive,

She called the
wigon the “Spirit of 776
and this frecdom theme at-
tracted attention from newspa-
pers, peaple on the street and,
ultimately, the men whe
dgreed with her and voted for
women's  suffrage  in Now

Edna Kearns and her suffrage
wiagnn, on display in Albany

York im 1917,

Waoting is taken
for mranted by
women  today,
but  for the
cafde my jErand-
marther  dedicat-
- ad herself to the
- stage and nagion-
= nl suffrage cam-
paigns, the out-
come couldn’t be
. predicted. Edng
edited  suffrage
= news dor the
- Brooklyn  Eagle
She colleced pe-
titioms  and  re-
crunted  Wamien
to participate in
buge Mew York City parades
that contained men's divisinns,

A g member of the Wom-
an's Party, Edna picketed the
White Hoise in support of
consiiuiional amendment, She
E.':I'-l'-L' ALUITISTI NS !'i"'EI.'\'.'I'IIb‘L (A ki
suffrage to organizstions on
Long Island and turned her
Rockwille Centre home over o
an endless pumber of meot-
ings, recoptions and fundrais-
ers. Activasts like my grand-
mother worsked from dawn
wnttl dusk, until all Amercan
womnen were finally ahle o
wgwbe g 193,

Thengh Edna died in 1934,
many years before [ was born,
[ realize the many wavs in

) .

which 1T have inherted her
awareness of the Imporance of
wiornen taking plvotal leader-
chip roles in social change
mewerments on the local, state,
national and infernational lev-
els. Fdma's suffrage wagon and
other suffrage memorabilis in
the exhibls symbolize the bard
wiork of vestervear — how far
wee come o the 90 VTS
since all American  womwn
wirn thie vote through a const-
tutipnal amendment o L9220,
and how far we smll have to ge.

Women throughout  the
world today carry a dispropor-
tonately ey burden of pov-
eriy., mabmutrition. and Lack of
access o education snd politi-
il power. Yet despite these
limirations, in natioms  large
apd =zmall, women ure rmristing
thie challenges snd participat-
mng, like pever before, 10 the po-
litical process, We can all as-
suma the same determimanion
and commitment & when Edna
Kearns frst drove the HSpirit
of 76" wagon out onto the
streets of Tomg Islind and New
York City to make visible her
Visbom of o st wiordd,

Mtrypioerite
Kearns is o
freselarice writer

in Sarta Fe, MM
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